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No matter where you are in New Jersey, you are in a watershed. Watersheds are everywhere ...
from your front doorstep to the local park to the shopping mall to the creek down the road.

Watersheds are the link between our land, our water and our communities because the quality of
our water is linked to how we use the watershed surrounding it.
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So what is a watershed?



A watershed is the area of land that drains into a body of water such as a river, lake,
stream or bay. It is separated from other watersheds by high points in the area such
as hills or slopes. It includes not only the waterway itself but also the entire land
area that drains to it. For example, the watershed of a lake would include not only
the streams entering that lake but also the land area that drains into those streams
and eventually the lake. Drainage basins generally refer to large watersheds that
encompass the watersheds of many smaller rivers and streams.

For millions of years, water has been constantly recycled and reused. When it rains,
the rainwater flows over land into waterways or is absorbed by the ground or plants.
Water evaporates from land and water bodies becoming water vapor in the
atmosphere. Water is also released from trees and other plants through
“transpiration.” The water vapor from evaporation and transpiration forms clouds in
the atmosphere which in turn provide precipitation (rain, hail, snow, sleet) to start
the cycle over again. This process of water recycling, known as the water cycle, repeats
itself continuously.
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A sizable amount of rainwater runoff seeps into the ground to become ground water.
Ground water moves into water-filled layers of porous geological formations called
aquifers. If the aquifer is close to the surface, its ground water can flow into nearby
waterways or wetlands, providing a base flow. Depending on your location, aquifers
containing ground water can range from a few feet below the surface to several
hundred feet underground. Contrary to popular belief, aquifers are not flowing
underground streams or lakes.

Ground water is the primary drinking water source for half of the state’s population.
Most of this water is obtained from individual domestic wells or public water supplies
which tap into aquifers. The other sources of drinking water are surface water
reservoirs and rivers.
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New Jersey's five watershed regions and major waterways
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[C] 9. Lower Raritan, South River, Lawrence
[ 10. milistone

[ 11. Central Delaware

[ 12. Monmouth

[T 13. Barnegat Bay

[ 14. Mullica

[ 15. Great Egg Harhor

[ 16.Cape May

[T 17. Maurice, Salem, Cohansey

[ 18. Lower Delaware

[119. Rancocas

(X 20. Assiscunk, Crosswicks, Doctors

For additional information please contact:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Watershed Management

P.O. Box 418 - 401 East State Street - Trenton - New Jersey - 08625-0418
609-633-3812 - www.state.nj.us/dep/watershedmgt




